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The Public Policy and Administration Department at the 
American University in Cairo hosts the 4th Edition of the 
MENASP Social Policy Conference 
Bringing together researchers, policymakers and practitioners discussing the 
recent major reforms in the social protection agenda in the MENA region. 
 

Cairo, Egypt, 29th October 2019 – In collaboration with the British Council in Egypt, and as part of the 
American University in Cairo’s (AUC) centennial celebration, the Middle East and North African Social 
Policy Network (MENASP Network) is organising its 4th edition conference in Cairo, Egypt titled 
“Social Policy in the MENA Region: Policy Learning in the Era of Social Protection”. The conference 
runs on the 30th and 31st October 2019 at the new AUC Campus in New Cairo. The opening session of 
the conference will be attended by the Egyptian Minister of Health and Population, Dr Hala Zaid. 

 

The MENASP 2019 Conference aims at creating a common platform bringing together researchers, 
policymakers and practitioners from around the world to discuss the recent major reforms in the 
social protection agenda in the MENA region and how can learning from policy experiences be shared.  

 

Hosted by the Public Policy and Administration Department, School of Global Affairs and Public Policy 
at the American University in Cairo (AUC) in the framework of the university’s centennial celebration, 
Dr Ghada Barsoum, Associate Professor at AUC said: “The study of social policies remains an emergent 
field in the MENA region. This conference is an opportunity for researchers to share notes, and for a 
policy dialogue involving different stakeholders. I am very happy to see that we’ve been able to host 
this important event at the Public Policy and Administration Department at the American University in 
Cairo.” 

 

The conference will include a series of panel discussions, workshops and keynote speeches discussing 
social policy topics ranging from cash transfer programmes, health insurance, employment support 
and other areas of public interest affecting living standards and quality of life from policy, practice 
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and research perspectives. The MENASP 2019 Conference keynote speeches are delivered this year by 
Professor Nita Rudra (Georgetown University) and Professor Melani Cammett (Harvard University).  

 

Dr Rana Jawad, a senior lecturer at the department of social and policy sciences and the founder of 
the MENASP Network on hosting this years edition in Cairo said: “I am grateful, personally and 
professionally that we can hold this conference and talk about social protection issues in a local 
country context. Egypt is a key location for the MENA region and globally.” The conference is 
organised in the framework of the American University in Cairo’s centennial celebration.  

 

Leading up to the MENASP 2019  conference, a number of MENASP policy lab roundtables were 
organised this year in Cairo in partnership with the Faculty of Economics and Political Science (Cairo 
University). Dr Chahir Zaki, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Political Science said: 
“The journey to prepare the policy lab was very enriching at several levels: three roundtables bridging 
research and policymaking, various topics ranging from macro to micro issues of social policies and 
bringing different stakeholders with different backgrounds. A memorable experience with an 
exceptional team.” 

 

Notes for Editors: 

Middle East and North Africa Social Policy Network (MENASP Network) 

Founded in 2013 by Dr Rana Jawad, the MENASP network is an international network of scholars and 
practitioners whose aim is to advance knowledge and policy practice in social policy and social 
protection in the MENA region. The network aims at supporting quality research on crucial social 
policy issues and bridging the gap between policymakers, researchers and the wider public. Its main 
activities aim to advance, exchange and disseminate knowledge and policy expertise about social 
policy in the MENA region. www.menasp.com  

 

British Council 

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural 
relations. The British Council works on creating international opportunities for the people of the UK 
and other countries and build trust between them worldwide in the fields of arts, education and 
English. www.britishcouncil.org.eg  

 

For more information: 

Islam Muhammad 
Communication Consultant 
MENASP Network 
+201151624556 
 

Alternative headlines: 
- Cash Transfer Programmes, the focus of the 4th Edition of the MENASP Social Policy 

Conference, hosted by the American University in Cairo 
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- Cairo hosts the 4th Edition of the MENASP Social Policy Conference 
 


